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Adult hardcore 

Simon Reynolds dissects 
a breakbeat mutation 


Genesis 

P-Orridge 

industrial 
art throb 


Luc Ferrari 

concrete chameleon 


Rhys Chatham 

hard leader 


Natacha Atlas’s 


Ian Penman 
on the mic 


Vinicius 

Cantuaria 


jukebox 


Captain 

Beefheart 


Robin Rimbaud 
on Glenn Branca 





All titles available from your local Subterranean indie store. 
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your monthly exploration of new music 


12 Bites 

Sachiko M Sampling Silence Rabih Abou-Khalil Far Olid fusion Paul Panhuysen Wired for 
sound Kixlian Wild style sleaze 

20 The Wire Tapper 3 
24 Captain Beefheart 

With the help of former Magic Band members, John Fahey’s Revenant label is about to release a treasure 
trove of Beefheart rarities. Mike Barnes has the full story 

26 Luc Ferrari 

From Schaeffer to Stockhausen, this French electroacoustician has bedded down with most major figures of 
the post-war avant garde, but has emerged with his sense of humour intact By Dan Warburton 

30 Genesis P-Orridge 

After a lengthy hiatus, the exiled leader of Throbbing Gristle and Psychic TV finally returns to the UK with a 
new group. Don Watson meets one of the most notorious and reviled figures in modern music 

36 Invisible Jukebox: Natacha Atlas 

The outernational World diva attempts to identify tracks by Sheila Chandra, Fairuz, Muslimgauze, Public 
Image Limited, Erik B & Rakim, Alice Coltrane and more 

40 Arto Lindsay 

Working alongside the great Brazilian singer Vimcius Cantuaria, the former No Wave guitar hero is 
reinventing bossa nova as a lifestyle soundtrack for rootless cosmopolitans everywhere. By David Toop 

46 Undercurrents #4: Listening Aids 

how the microphone made phantom presences of voices as far flung as Billie Holiday and Diamanda Galas 

50 Rhys Chatham 

Once upon a time, this New York composer was writing symphonies for orchestras of 100 guitars; now 
living in Paris, he has reappeared at the hard edge of breakbeat-driven electric jazz. By Rob Young 

54 Adult Hardcore 

Two-step Garage is lover’s rock for the rave generation, a coked-up, hypersexual fusion of New York R&B 
and London Jungle. Simon Reynolds dissects the UK’s latest breakbeat mutation 


reviews 


60 Soundcheck April's selected albums and 12"s. including new releases from Add N To (X), Can. Faust. Fred 
Frith, Hashisheen, William Hooker, Jeep Beat Collective, Merzbow & Genesis P-Orridge, Sainkho Namchylak, Jim 
O'Rourke, Os Mutantes, Evan Parker, Rob Swift, David Thomas, Trans Am, Cristian Vogel, Tom Waits, Z’ev and more 
84 Multimedia The MP3 revolution 86 On Location Going live Coldcut and Masonna, David S Ware 
and Roscoe Mitchell all descend on London, the Input and Roulette organisations take over New York 90 Print 
Run New music books: John Zorn and Charlie Parker go under the critic’s scalpel 


Editor’s Idea Letters Soundings The pick of the month's festivals and special events 

Charts Label Directory Out There 
96 Back Issues 97 Subscribe and get FREE Sub Rosa CDs or FREE magazines' 98 Epiphanies 





































































































































letters 


Write to: Letters, The Wire , 45-46 Poland Street, London W1V 3DF, 
or fax: 0171 287 4767, or e-mail: the_wire@ukanlme.co.uk Please include a full 
name and address. Every letter published wins a FREE CD 
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PRODUCED BY DAVID SYLVIAN 

THE NEW ALBUM OUT 29TH MARCH 
FEATURES THE SINGLE <1 SURRENDER’ 
AVAILABLE ON CD, MC, MD 
FEATURING: BILL FRISELL, 
^MARC RIBOT, RYUICHI SAKAMOTO 
jpPpF TALVIN SINGH, KENNY WHEELER 


J&V* 

Bden.vmj.co.uk/ijBviiisylvicin 

And there's on ^*“ much 
faking one da^SPRime 
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NEW RELEASES OF 


"A HIGHLY ORIGINAL, DEEPLY SINISTER AND 
UTTERLY BEGUILING JUNK OPERA" 

SUNDAY TELEGRAPH 




CD & CASSETTE AVAILABLE NOW 


AT AND OTHER GOOD RECORD STORES 


"TRIUMPHANT,SHOCKINGLY FUNNY... 
MAGNIFICENT... VERY,VERY NASTY 
BUT OH SO NICE" 

GUARDIAN 























soundings 


Festivals, happenings and special events 
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Jail 1 

Jim Hail 

Quartet 

-nrf t 

Martial Solal 

V 

Trio 


Bill Frisell 

Band v 

+ John Scofield 


E3 Barbican Centre 
0171 638 8891 , 


Royal Festival Hall 

Queen Elizabf' “ 

I Purcell Room 



Daniel Miller’s (Mute) 

Mini-Meltdown 

Irregular'#' 

Barry Adamson', 

& Mute All-Stars (Pan Sonic, 

Add N to (X), SFT, Andrei Samsonov): music ■ 
for a live screening of A Page of Madness 8/4/991 



Reich: Remixed 


featuring remixes by 

freQ.Nasty + B.L.I.M., Coldcut, 
Howie B, Mantronik, 
Andrea Parker, Ken Ishii, 

DJ Spooky, D*Note, 
Tranquility Bass, 
Nobukazu Takemura 

Steve Reich back catalogue available 
at mid-price from March to June at 

and all participating retailers 

released March 29 

on double vinyl and cd 
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Hovercraft New Album 


Experiment Below 

•••-- ■ - - 

“Imagine jamming in a black hole at warp factor 10” Melody Maker 


Out NOW CD/Limited Heavy Vinyl 



Pan sonic New Album 


A 

ise junkies” NME 

Out NOW CD/Double Heavy Vinyl 



■MUTE 










































A survey of sounds from around the planet. This month 


Minneapolis/ 
St Paul 



out tonight to play the Twilight Lounge of Jitters 

experimental DJs Dave Lofquist and Rod Smith. 
Despite Mandell's self-deprecating claim that "I'd be i 


global 
*ear 





Deep Space Jah Wobble 



a new album in the 
30Hz Series featuring 

Bill Caswell 
Jaki Leibezeif 

released on 

5 April 


plus the 

forthcoming release 

Jah Wobble’s 

Invaders Of The Hearf 

'Full Moon Over The Shopping Mall* 
released summer 1999 


Performing live Jah Wobble - Deep Space featuring Paul Schutze 

6th April The Junction Club Cambridge 

7th April The Astoria Club London 

6th May Fleece & Firkin Bristol 

28th/29th August Suffolk Festival 
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Genesis P-Orridge has spent 30 years burro 
jamming the mechanisms of social control with 
and Psychic TV After a lengthy hiatus, his missii 
of a new group, Thee Majesty Words: Don Wat 















































Transglobal Underground. She c 
their genre-bending Dream Of 1 








invisible jukebox 








invisible jukebox 















































Undercurrents #4: Continuing our series uncovering the hidden wiring of 20th 
century music, Ian Penman registers the ghost traces of the Song, after the 
microphone made phantom presences of the voices of Robert Johnson, Billie 
Holiday Brian Wilson, Scott Walker, Diamanda Galas and others 




















*lve lntcrtne past lives of Rhys Chatham, and you’ll find his image popping up at many of 
usic’s historical moments. Rob Young meets a Minimalist pioneer who is reinventing himself 
the hard edge of breakbeat-driven electric jazz. Photography: Justin W^tover I j 
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adult hardcore 

Two-step Garage, a cyborg amalgam of New York R&B and London Jungle, is lover’s rock for 
the rave generation. Simon Reynolds dissects the UK's latest breakbeat mutation, and talks to 
the scene's prime producers: The Dreem Them, Dem 2, Ramsey & Fen and KMA 





















illIII 



U AH the juice squeezed out of Jungle by 
scientific drum ’n’ bass has oozed back in the 
succulent form of two-step JJ 



































charts 


Playlists from the outer limits 










_ _ _• In the drink: April's selected albums and singles 

sound , 
check 
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UNCOOL 19?9mayl3-15 


Teppo Hauta-aho 


Peter Kowald 


Sainkho Namtchylak Evan Parker 

John Russell Sirone Hi 


Phil Minton Wilhelm Mundt 

voice drums 

Margrit Rieben Olaf Rupp 

percussion guitar 

.strom CECIL TAYLOR 

ssax piano 

Roqer Turner Xu Feng Xia 

drums guzheng 


LE PRESE/LAGO Dl POSCHIAVO 

CH-7742 Ente Turistico tel. +41 81 8440571 fax 8441027 www.uncool.ch jazz@uncool.ch 
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soundcheck 
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soundcheck 




EJ 

(%) FUTURE \/ c A GALAXY 
O' PIL0TA.K.A VS OF SOUND 

IS 

For a super sonic sensation 
send in for your FREE pair of 
Future Pilot AKA eye shades 

|-”“1 


































CARQQ 


.V*Tt\ 








soundcheck 












soundcheck 



















soundchech 



Hat Hut Records Ltd. • Box 461 - 4106 Therwil/Switzerland • www.hathut.com 










































soundcheck 
















Rob Young reports 

mum.. 

media 













































location 


Going live: festivals, con 


:lubs in the flesh 

Sessions Live: 
:ut/Masonna/Clinic 

ldon Queen Elizabeth Hall 

















Alice Tully Hall 
















































April’s selected live events, club spaces and broadcasts 







out there 




















SPECIAL OFFER 


GuBffM* 

Upbeat Canadian import 

Slaywa s rd 

Near + Far Live in Japan 




D I S C U 
















































































































































Free CDs! Free magazines! 



Our April offer: take out your first subscription to The Wire 

and get two Sub Rosa CDs or three extra issues — FREE! 





(0)171 734 3555 ■ Fax +44 (0)171 287 4767 

'• «™w Hfiise com/the-wire 


WIRE 






























epiphanies 

Glenn Branca shows Robin Rimbaud the best night of his life 















FOURTH WORLD 
LAST JOURNEY 


OjFiTh 


Fourth World, the originators and finest exponents of ‘World Jazz’ and ‘Global Sound 
release the final installment of Airto Moreira and Flora Purim's band project. Includi 
the classic “light As A Feather” and featuring Airto and Flora at their dazzling and 

Taking on board their experiences and sounds from the second half of this century, I 
World, together with guest appearance by Giovanni Hidalgo bring their collective so 
and skill to shine a light directly into the next millennium. 


SMADJ 

EQUILIBRISTE 
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